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Tanegashima Island - From Matchlock Rifle to Space Exploration

Tanegashima Island is located
about 40km southeast of Cape

Sata, the southernmost tip of Kyushu
mainland. It has a circumference
of about 165km and stretches 58km
from north to south, and 12km
(greater width) and ékm (lesser width) from ecst to west. With
the highest point of elevation ct 282m, the island is generally
flat and elongated.

Theisland is known as the location where guns first arrived in
Japan, as well as home to the only space station in Japan for
launching sateliites.

The matchlock rifle arived in 1543 through Portuguese

sailors, Together with the excellentiron-crafting techniques

of Tanegashima, the very first Japanese-made rifles were
created, and later on greatly cffected the history of Japan.
Tanegashima Space Centre islocated on the south of the:
island surrounded by beautiful natural scenery, and is known
as the most beautiful rocket base in the world. Playing an
important role in Japan's space exploration programme,
thisis where satellites are regularly launched. In recent years,
about four to five rockets are launched annually.
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W Annual Rainfall (mm)
@Cimatological Normal

W Annual Average Temperature (‘C )
@Cimatological Normal

Regional Information
B Total land area: 452.47 sq km
(including Mageshima Islanc)
Tanegashima: 444.30 sq km
Mageshima: 8.17 sq km
M Island circumference
Tanegashima: 132 km
Mageshima: 16.5 km
W Highest elevation
Tanegashima: 282 m (Hananomine)
Mageshima: 71 m (Takenokoshi)
W Population
Nishinoomote City: 15,236 people
Nakatane Town: 7,794 people
Minamitane Town: 5,533 people
Total: 28,563 people.
(Asof 10ct 2018}
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Tanegashima Island has far more than
its fascinating history to offer. Visitors can
explore the various tourist attractions on
the island includiing the beaches, forests,

P I ay agriculture, fisheries, industries, etc.
\ Activities

@ Tour of the Tanegashima Space Centre
Tour of the Tanegashima Sgace Centre will be conducted by a professional guide (free-of-

charge)
Tour Time: 11:00 - 12:15 HRS
Closed On: Mondays (closed on Tuesday if Monday is a national holiday), Dec 29 to Jan 1,
and days of rocket launch. In general, open throughout August.
ervice Hours: 09:00 - 17:00 HRS
"TEL 0997-26-9244
@ Surfing School
Surfing lessons for b
@ Anno-Imo Sweet Potata Harvestlng
Learn harvesting d harvest your own J
potatoes. Tour potatoes.
@ Sea Kayaking

Enjoy sea kayaking with experienced instructors. Mangrove Kayaking Tours are available:
0o,

- surfers. Surf board rental available
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@ Making Brown Sugar
Expener\ce the pvo(esso!bmwn sugar manufactuing, beginning from squeezing fresh
vesting
. Pottery Experience
‘The unglazed Tanegashima style pottery uses iron-rich clay from the island. Fashion your
original pottery ware by hand o using the potter's wheel,
@ Akagomekan Tour

Explore the vicinity of the Akagomekan (Red Rice Centre) with  voice guide pen and map,

Annodmo Sweet Potato Harvesting

e 0 ke et wih afhaal chararirs during e o

“ For more information regarding the above
tours, contact the Tenegashima Green Tourism
Promotion
Associction (within Tanegashime Tourism
Associction).
TEL 0997-23-0111 FAX 0997-23-0770
URLhrtp://tanekanjp

City Tour by Foot

Volunteer guides will show you zround Nishinoomote city, visiting historical sites
such s those related to matchlock ifle manufacturing, the Tanegashima family, etc.
ize: 1- 10 people (for groups, kindly check in advance)
Reqwed Tlme 1-2 hours
DT *1,000 yen for a one-person tour
B e

Akagomelan Tour
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Making Brown Sugar

Tanegashima Tourism Volunteer
Guides "Jaro Jaro"

TEL 0997-23-3215
FAX 0997-23-3250

Pottery Experience
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Tanegashima Island is famous for the first arrival of Western guns to Japan.
It is also home to the “Tachikiri Iseki Remains” where items suggesting
civilization from more than 30,000 years ago (the oldest in Japan) were
unearthed. In conjunction with age old history is the presence of the one
and only space station in Japan for launching satellites.
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For further details pertaining to the tours marked with %, kindly check with the Tanegashima Green
)

Tourism Promotion Association (TEL: 0997-23-0111
Visiting during low tide recommended.
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Nagahama Coast

Tanegashima Islend has arich
agriculture and aquaculture
which in turn yields quclity
products. The island is famous
for dishes utilizing seasonal
vegetables such as early-
harvested rice, saccharine
and creamy Anno-Imo sweet
potatoes, and fresh seafood
throughout the year such as
Smcill abelone, Bigfin Reef squid,
etc.
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M Information on Viewing Sites

Tanegashima lsland is home to the only satellite rocket launch base in Japan. Rocket launching
is conducted several times a year, during which several thousand people visit Tanegashima to
witness the launch. At the viewing sites in Minamitane Town, visitors stand in awe upon hearing
the loud rumbling during the moment of launch and behold the sight of the rocket flying straight
into outer space. Be sure to witness this moment with your own eyes.

@Hase Park

~Parking space: 500 lots
~Toilet available
Countdown Audio Broadcast

/Live broadcasting on TV
Wy

@Uchugaoka
"Space Hill" Park

Parking space: 250 lots
“Toilet available

@Minamitane Town
Stadium

+Parking space: 80 lots
+Toilet available

. Countdown Audio Broadcast

@Ebinoe Observatory
Park

The nearest park to to the
rocket launch complex, you
Countdown Audio Broadcast can see the rockets rise above
/Live broadcasting on TV Tanegashima sland's beautiful
monitors N s




Yakushima - The First Site in Japan to be Inscribed as a World Heritage
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Yakushuna - “The Alps of the Sea” and Home

to Miyanouradake, the Highest Peak in Kyushu
Yakushima Islend is located about 60km south-southwest
of Cape Sata on the Osumi Peninsula, the southernmost
tip of mainland Japan. The island shape is circular with a
earn circumference of about 132km. Nicknamed “the Alps of the
Sea”, the central area of the island is @ mountain range of
peaks standing 1800m+ in elevation -the highest of which is
Miyanouradake Pk. Also the island offers @ wide array of flora and fauna distributed
throughout the subtropical zones near the cocst to the cold subalpine zones within
the mountains.

Regional Information

W Total surface area: 540.10 5 km
including Kuchinoerabujima Island)

W Yakushima lsland C;
Kuchinoerabujima lsland 50km

W Annual Rainfall (mm)

@Ciimstologioal Normel

W Highest elevation
Annual Average 4,477 2mm

Yakushima - Mt. Miyanoura 1,936m

m
B Population 12,342 people (Ael10xt201%
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The World Natural Heritage site Yakushima Island is covered with pristine,
ancient virgin forests. The famous Yakusugi cedar trees on this island are
more than a thousand years old, with the most impressive of them all being
the Jomonsugi, an old cedar tree reputed to be about 7,200
Tourists can also visit the many great waterfalls on the islan
witness sea turtles laying eggs al onlg the coast. Exploring the mountains,
seas, rivers and hot springs, one will fi
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Yakushima - From Full-Scale Hiking to Marine Sports

Play
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HMajor Hiking Trails

@) i Trail (" ded: About 10 hrs. / Entrance: Arakawa Entrance)
The “inner mountains” of Yakushima Island is comprised of a series of a2, Lo, 7o) o i L (© ) 07)
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are lined with hibiscuses, bougainvilleas, and other subtropical
flowers as well as tropical fruit trees like banana trees, papaya trees,
etc. As anisland that offers natural hot springs, great fishing grounds,
and ideal diving spots, Yakushima lives up to its name as a leisure

.Mlyanoura Trail (Tlme needed About 10 hrs. / Entrance: Yodogawa Entrance)
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@Shiratani Unsuikyo (Taiko Iwa) Trail (Time needed: About 4 hrs. / Entrance: Shiratani Unsuikyo)
Yakushima Regular Tourism Bus Yakushima - Island Transportation @ vkm (1.1km)
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Yakushima - Blessings from the Mountains and the Sea
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[Enquiries on Yakushima Tourism]

. Vakuxmma  Tourism Association . Yakushima ’wn[m;nsm lf:‘d fnmmll W Plam\mg Dlvlsvnﬂ
e
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Rimage o, o

. Kagoshima  fageshima Prafecture Wobsite Tourism Guide
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On Yakushime Island, one can experience seasonal cuisine prepared
with a large variety of fresh ingredients from the mountcins and

the seas, including delicious seafood like Tobiuo flying fish and

Saba mackerel, edible wild plants like Warabi, Zenmai, etc., and
subtropical fruits like passion fruit, bananas, etc. Yakushima is also the
top producer of Ponkan and Tankan tangerines in Japan.

Boat Ride

Yakishimeyakipottey
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Take arde on a raditional Japanese Yakatabune boat and cruise zlong

|t e e | [P——, Anbo tiver and Miyanoura river to enjoy the night sky during summer. Fesson nuks-brcel betns

while Lurmeric- turmerlc

! * For more information, kindly contact Yakushima Tourism Association.
MCharter Bus (TEL 0997-46-4010)
- = O Kindly contact the Kuchinoerabujima lsland Tour Guide Association for more information regarding

king on F and  snorel
Kuchinoerabyjima Iland Tour Guide Associatio
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